The metal-catalyzed trimerization of unsymmetrically substituted acetylenes to give 1,2,4-trisubstituted benzenes is a well-known process [1]. The trimerization of 1,3-diacetylenes seems to proceed by a similar route, in which two molecules of the diyne coordinate with the metal, followed by the intermediate formation of a metallacyclopentadiene. The last step of the reaction sequence could be a ring expansion by a third molecule of the 1,3-diyne, followed by extrusion of the metal to furnish the
Discussion
The metal-catalyzed trimerization of unsymmetrically substituted acetylenes to give 1,2,4-trisubstituted benzenes is a well-known process [1] . The trimerization of 1,3-diacetylenes seems to proceed by a similar route, in which two molecules of the diyne coordinate with the metal, followed by the intermediate formation of a metallacyclopentadiene. The last step of the reaction sequence could be a ring expansion by a third molecule of the 1,3-diyne, followed by extrusion of the metal to furnish the 1,2,4-trisubstituted benzene derivative. 
